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Harmful algal blooms (HABs) are not new to Alaska and include both toxic and non-toxic phytoplankton.  The most well-known and destructive HABs in Alaska include the toxic dinoflagellate Alexandrium, that produces paralytic shellfish toxins, and the toxic diatom Pseudo-nitzschia, that can produce amnesic shellfish toxins (or domoic acid) under certain environmental conditions.  Non-toxic Chaetoceros has also been linked to fish kills and survival of hatchery reared salmon upon release to the marine environment.  PParalytic shellfish toxins have been well documented in shellfish, and have killed or sickened people who consumed untested contaminated shellfish in Alaska. There have been no documented cases of amnesic shellfish poisoning in humans, however, and shellfish in Alaska have tested below the regulatory level for domoic acid. While long suspected to impact Alaskan marine mammals and seabirds, both of these toxins have only recently been confirmed to be present in these upper trophic level species.	Comment by Microsoft Office User: Keep or omit this sentence? While relevant, is it distracting?	Comment by Schoen, Sarah K.: I found it somewhat distracting. If you keep it in I would rephrase it- saying “fish kills and survival” seemed contradictory. Maybe rephrase to say “… linked to both the death of fish as well as the survival of hatchery reared salmon”. 
and marine wildlife in Alaska for decades.  Domoic acid has been found in the tissue of marine mammals harvested statewide; however, there has never been a documented human case of amnesic shellfish poisoning.  While Although the causes of these harmful algal blooms are not well understood, climate change is likely to increase the threat of HABs in Alaska, resulting in increases in HAB duration, intensity and regional expansion.	Comment by Schoen, Sarah K.: Three sentences in a row start with “while”, so I’d try to switch the wording up. 

The Alaska Harmful Algal Bloom Network (AHAB) was formed in 2017 to provide a statewide approach to HAB awareness, research, monitoring and response in Alaska.  AHAB coordinates a diverse group of coastal stakeholders to address human and wildlife health risks from toxic algal blooms.  Objectives of the group include reducing health risks due to HABs and facilitating safe supply of seafood, improving effectiveness of HAB response and HAB education and outreach, expanding HAB monitoring and developing forecasting capabilities, and identifying needs and data gaps related to HABs.  The network is a partnership of regional stakeholders dedicated to this mission.  The group is co-sponsored by Alaska Sea Grant and the Alaska Ocean Observing System.  The website http://www.aoos.org/alaska-hab-network will be formally launched in January 2018 to share information statewide, describe current monitoring and research, provide real time results and provide access to statewide experts and resources.  This poster shares the objectives of the network and introduces the content of the AHAB website.


 



