Biological Monitoring of the Black-Legged Kittiwake at East Amatuli Island, Alaska
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[bookmark: _GoBack]The Alaska Maritime National Wildlife Refuge protects populations and breeding habitat of millions of seabirds. Managing this protection requires collecting information on seabird population trends and the causes of these trends. As one part of this work, since 1993 the refuge has annually (except in 2012 and 2015) monitored population trend and reproductive parameters of black-legged kittiwakes at East Amatuli Island, in the Barrens Islands group. Through this period there was not a clear overall trend in kittiwake population size. Reproductive output was generally lower in later years. To search for determinants of interannual variation in the seabird parameters, results from each season were compared with environmental values from months during and before the breeding season. Results of comparisons between kittiwake population size, breeding parameters, and environmental variables are presented and discussed. One aspect of the discussion is the importance of determining the locations of foraging areas during the breeding season and during the winter.
